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Tennessee proud with all he’s accomplished, 
and I wish him the best as he begins this next 
chapter in life. 
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HONORING THE WORK OF MR. 
TROY HEITHECKER 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2022 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the exemplary work of Mr. Troy 
Heithecker of the U.S. Forest Service and to 
thank him for his service to the great state of 
Arkansas. For 25 years, Troy has dedicated 
his life to protecting our beautiful national for-
ests, and we were privileged to have him for 
the last three years as the Forest Supervisor 
for the Ouachita National Forest in Hot 
Springs, AR. 

As the only licensed forester in Congress, I 
can confidently say that Arkansas is blessed 
with one of the most beautiful, well-managed 
national forests in the country, and that would 
not be possible without leadership from indi-
viduals like Troy. Throughout the course of his 
career, Troy has achieved many major accom-
plishments through his work in national forests 
across the country. Notably, he worked with 
the State of Arkansas and other partners to-
wards co-managing both forest and recreation 
resources on the Ouachita National Forest. He 
also led efforts to successfully restore the Red 
Cockaded Woodpecker habitat, established 
national hiring reform for the USDA Forest 
Service, and completed two collaborative land-
scape scale project decisions on the Tongass 
National Forest in Alaska. 

Troy was recently selected to serve as the 
Associate Deputy Chief for the National Forest 
System in the United States Department of 
Agriculture’s Forest Service in Washington, 
D.C. Arkansas’s loss is certainly Washington’s 
gain. I am grateful for Troy’s service to the 
Ouachita National Forest, and I look forward 
to working with him in the future. I thank Troy 
for his dedication to leaving our forests better 
than he found them, so that they may be en-
joyed by all Americans for generations. 
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RECOGNIZING NOVEMBER AS 22q 
DELETION SYNDROME AWARE-
NESS MONTH 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2022 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, today I 
recognize DiGeorge Syndrome, or 22q Dele-
tion Syndrome, awareness day and month. 

22q Deletion Syndrome is a genetic syn-
drome caused by the deletion of a small part 
of chromosome 22 during a pregnancy, result-
ing in a wide-ranging scope of physical health 
issues and developmental delays for the child 
and leading to ongoing challenges for individ-
uals diagnosed with 22q throughout their lives. 

I would like to thank my constituent, Ms. Re-
becca Osberg, for her impactful work on rais-
ing awareness for 22q Deletion Syndrome and 
for bringing this important issue to my atten-
tion. Ms. Osberg and so many families around 

the country are leading the charge to shine a 
light on 22q Deletion Syndrome and related 
rare diseases. Thank you for your tireless ad-
vocacy. 

This month is a time to celebrate individuals 
with 22q and their often-overlooked contribu-
tions to our communities. 
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HONORING STOCKTON FIRE 
CAPTAIN VIDAL ‘‘MAX’’ FORTUNA 

HON. JERRY McNERNEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2022 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring the life of 
Stockton Fire Captain Vidal ‘‘Max’’ Fortuna, 
who was tragically killed in the line of duty 
while responding to a fire in Stockton, Cali-
fornia, on January 31st. 

A beloved husband and father of two, Cap-
tain Fortuna was a 21-year veteran of the 
Stockton Fire Department. He was an active 
member of his local church and helped coach 
youth sports in his free time. 

Captain Fortuna was known for his selfless-
ness and dedication to the community he 
served. He loved his job and went out of his 
way to work with and mentor young fire-
fighters, and he has been praised by many 
within the Stockton Fire Department as a 
model firefighter who inspired others. His col-
league, Fire Chief Rick Edwards, fondly re-
members him as having an addictive smile 
and the ability to make anyone laugh when 
they were feeling down. 

Sadly, this is a tragic reminder of the dan-
gers emergency responders face every day. 
Captain Fortuna’s courage will not be forgot-
ten, and I ask that you join me in honoring his 
life, his service, and his memory. 
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RECOGNIZING EMMA WHITE 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2022 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Emma White, who was my legislative 
assistant, for her service to Kentucky’s Sec-
ond District. 

Emma, a native of London, Kentucky, grad-
uated from Western Kentucky University with 
degrees in Criminology, Arabic, and Political 
Science. After graduating from college, Emma 
moved to D.C. to work as a staff assistant in 
my Washington office. Emma’s extensive 
knowledge of Kentucky and strong work ethic 
made her a valuable member of the team. 
After a brief hiatus as a legislative staffer for 
another congressional office, Emma rejoined 
my office as a legislative assistant. Her ability 
to excel in many subjects in college was evi-
dent in how she excelled in handling her di-
verse legislative portfolio, including education 
and labor, transportation and infrastructure, 
small business, and natural resources policy. 
As my education staffer and as a proud 
Hilltopper, Emma worked with her alma mater 
and other education institutions in my district. 

I want to thank Emma for her work for Ken-
tucky’s Second District through the multiple 

roles she held in my office. I wish her the best 
in the next chapter of her career. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF SCOTT TARWATER 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2022 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of Scott Tarwater, 
a man whose life was marked by excellence 
and deep influence within his community. Over 
the years, Tarwater developed a profound rev-
erence for the state of Texas and committed 
his life to encouraging the growth of North 
Texas whilst preserving its storied past. During 
his childhood, Tarwater watched the land 
around him transform as the Army Corps of 
Engineers began the development of Lake 
Grapevine along his family farm property. 
Tarwater and his wife, Donna, were married 
on the third step of the family’s historic farm-
house, which showcases not only the union of 
two individuals as one married couple, but the 
union of reverence for the past and hope for 
the future which defined Tarwater’s life. He 
watched and participated as a young man 
alongside his family as they partnered with 
Peter Paul Stewart, a landman who developed 
the treasured family farm into Lakeside Vil-
lage. The Tarwater family farm now also 
serves as the grounds for Lakeside Tower, 
which has facilitated travel and business to the 
Flower Mound community. In March 2020, the 
Tarwater farmhouse was transported from 
Flower Mound to Grapevine, to make room for 
the influential Lakeside Village and to be en-
shrined forever as a historical landmark and 
testament to the Tarwater’s investment in 
North Texas. Mr. Tarwater’s professional life 
began with picking tomatoes on the farm and 
as he furthered his career, he kept his family’s 
joy of continually serving their community 
close at heart. Following his graduation from 
Stephen F. Austin State University, Tarwater 
pursued a series of remarkable business suc-
cesses in the hospitality industry. He worked 
as Senior Vice President of Sales and Mar-
keting from 1982 to 1985 at American Inter-
national Rent a Car, Inc., managing global ac-
counts and developing his skills as a sales-
man of international renown. In the following 
years he became Senior Vice President of 
Sales and Marketing at Windsor Hospitality 
Group, dedicating 10 years of his life to the 
company between 1990 and 2000. Tarwater 
spent the largest portion of his career with 
John Q. Hammons Hotels & Resorts. 
Hammons Hotels & Resorts was considered at 
one point to be the largest private owner and 
hotel management company in the U.S., due 
to John Hammons’ skill as well as his fore-
sight in selecting Scott Tarwater to work as his 
close associate and business partner. 
Tarwater spent the final part of his career as 
Executive Vice President of Development 
Services with New Stream Capital. In his col-
lective professional life, Tarwater managed the 
sales and marketing efforts of over 101 
upscale hotels over the course of 15 years 
with both Windsor Hospitality and Hammons 
Hotels & Resorts. Throughout this great inter-
national success, Tarwater also kept Grape-
vine and Flower Mound in mind. In his work at 
New Stream Capital and Hammons Hotels, 
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